Parnell
honourable of the witnesses brought against Parnell* The
fact that he was a spy does not denote that he was not a
courageous and honourable man* There is an unjust pre-
judice against spies, who are invariably shot during a war
on detection, but no just man can deny that to do this is
an abominable outrage on decency. The work done by a
spy is done for his country with as much courage, greater
risk, and less credit as the work done by a soldier, and should
be similarly regarded* Le Caron owed nothing to Ireland
or Parnell: he owed something to his own country, and he
paid what he owed in his own fashion* In comparison with
some of the people brought by The Times to testify against
Parnell, Le Caron was a man of incorruptible character*
On the fiftieth day of the  commission the letters were
examined*   It was then that the fabric of invented evidence
began to crack*   Mr* Soames, the solicitor for The Times>
who was remotely related to Mrs* O'Shea,1 acknowledged
that when his clients published the facsimile letter on April 18,
1887, they had no evidence which could stand examination
in a court of law that the letter was authentic,   A Mr* E*
Caulfield Houston, the son of a prison warder, and formerly
a junior reporter on the staff of the Dublin Daily Express,
had been given a job as the secretary of the Irish Loyal and
Patriotic Union, and, in his eagerness to justify his appoint-
ment, set about collecting proofs of Nationalist complicity
in crime*   Houston's guiding principle seemed to be that
anything which was adverse to the Nationalists was true/
anything that favoured them was false*   He had compiled
a pamphlet, entitled Parnellism Unmasked, out of materials
supplied to him by Richard Pigott, the former proprietor
of the group of papers purchased by Parnell in 1881*   It
occurred to the ingenuous Mr* Houston that he might be
able to secure some evidence against Parnell from his old
1 Charles Stewart Parnell, by Katharine O*Shea, voL ii** p* 138*
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